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TEXAS MOMS DEMAND ACTION STATEMENT ON INTIMIDATING AND
AGGRESSIVE OPEN CARRY AT DALLAS/FORT WORTH HOME DEPOT AND
JACK IN THE BOX
[Dallas, Texas] May 5, 2014: Kellye Burke, Texas chapter leader of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America, released the below statement today in response to
a group of gun extremists openly carrying semi-automatic rifles in the parking lot of a
Home Depot and inside a Jack In The Box restaurant in the Dallas/Fort Worth area
this weekend.
“We are alarmed and appalled by this weekend’s events – but this is not an isolated
incident – it is one of hundreds of similar open carry events staged across the state
in the last year. Texas moms were saddened to hear that, according to Fort Worth
police, employees of the Jack In The Box were terrified of the armed group and even
locked themselves in a walk-in freezer to protect themselves – and we can’t help but
wonder, ‘what if one of our teenagers worked there?’
“Among the reasons why this is disconcerting is the fact that Texas currently allows
people to openly carry loaded rifles in public with absolutely no training, permitting,
or minimum age requirement. Combined with the fact that an estimated 40 percent
of gun sales occur without a background check in the U.S., this means that people
can legally carry loaded rifles in Texas without ever having passed a criminal
background check. There is no way for employees, customers, law enforcement or
municipalities to know who these armed men are and whether they pose a threat.
“Both Jack In The Box and Home Depot are disregarding the safety and peace of
mind of patrons, employees and law enforcement by allowing groups and individuals
to openly carry shotguns and rifles onto their properties. These businesses are
subjecting hourly employees to danger and fear – and their customers, in search of
building parts or burgers, to the potential for bullets.

Where state gun laws are so lax that individuals with no background check or
training can buy semi-automatic rifles and carry them openly in public, businesses
and corporations have a duty to protect their employees and patrons. That’s why we
are calling on Home Depot, Jack In the Box and other Texas businesses to step up
and prohibit the open carry of rifles on their property through proper signage and
corporate policy. We also call on the Texas legislature to stop this type of
irresponsible gun ownership by requiring background checks on all gun sales and
enacting certain minimum requirements to carry a loaded gun in public.”
About Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
Much like Mothers Against Drunk Driving was created to change laws regarding
drunk driving, Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America was created to build
support for common-sense gun reforms. The nonpartisan grassroots movement of
American mothers is demanding new and stronger solutions to lax gun laws and
loopholes that jeopardize the safety of our children and families. Since its inception
after the Sandy Hook Elementary mass shooting, Moms Demand Action has
established a chapter in every state of the country and is part of Everytown for Gun
Safety along with Mayors Against Illegal Guns. Everytown is the largest gun violence
prevention organization in the country with more than 1.5 million supporters including
moms, mayors, survivors, and everyday Americans who are fighting for reforms that
respect the Second Amendment and protect people. For more information or to get
involved visit www.momsdemandaction.org. Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/MomsDemandAction or on Twitter at @MomsDemand
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