	
  	
  	
  	
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT
Taylor Maxwell, Berlin Rosen: 646-200-5330 or Taylor.Maxwell@berlinrosen.com
STATEMENT BY MOMS DEMAND ACTION FOUNDER, SHANNON WATTS, ON WENDY
DAVIS’S OPEN CARRY ANNOUNCEMENT
(Indianapolis, IN) Feb. 6, 2014 – Earlier today, Texas gubernatorial candidate Wendy Davis
announced that she supports new laws that would allow Texans to openly carry loaded
firearms in public. Davis’s position is disappointing and dangerous given that there is no
federal or state requirement for background checks on private gun sales in Texas, making it
easy for felons and other dangerous criminals, including domestic abusers, to get guns.
In November, while several members of Moms Demand Action gathered in a restaurant
outside Dallas, nearly 40 open carry activists stood in the parking lot with long guns – including
semi-automatic rifles – waiting for our mom members to leave the restaurant. This episode of
intimidation illustrates clearly that with rights come responsibilities, and passing background
checks on all gun sales should be the priority before passing laws that allow open carry.
Davis has voiced her support for background checks – this past September she said, 'If I were
governor and a bill came to my desk that provided for background checks at gun shows, I
would sign that.' And just this week the commissioners of Travis County, Texas, stood up for
background checks at gun shows in their county.
As a mother, as an elected official, and as a champion of survivors of domestic abuse victims,
we expect State Senator Davis to do the same and close the background check loophole to
protect Texas families.
About Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
Much like Mothers Against Drunk Driving was created to change laws regarding drunk driving,
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America was created to build support for commonsense gun reforms. The nonpartisan grassroots movement of American mothers is demanding
new and stronger solutions to lax gun laws and loopholes that jeopardize the safety of our
children and families. In just one year, the organization has more than 130,000 members with
a chapter in every state in the country. The group recently joined forces with Mayors Against
Illegal Guns, the largest gun violence prevention organization in the country. For more
information or to get involved visit www.momsdemandaction.org. Follow us
on Facebook www.facebook.com/MomsDemandAction or on Twitter @MomsDemand.
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