	
  	
  	
  	
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
For Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America:
Shannon Watts, (404) 580-3500 or media@momsdemandaction.org
MOMS DEMAND ACTION FOR GUN SENSE IN AMERICA RESPONDS TO CHARGES
BROUGHT IN INFANT SHOOTING DEATH
Moms Grateful to D.A. for Holding Gun Owner Responsible for Negligent Fatality
(East Lampeter Township, PA) Jan. 6, 2013– Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
applauds Lancaster County District Attorney Craig Stedman for bringing charges against the
father who shot and killed his two-month-old daughter on Christmas Eve. The father, who
admits to negligently handling his newly purchased 9mm handgun, was charged this morning
with involuntary manslaughter, a second-degree felony, in addition to reckless endangerment
and reckless endangerment of a child.
Originally, Mr. Stedman referred to the shooting death of Kestyn Davis as an “accident” and
said he was "not sure if charges would be filed." As a result, members of Moms Demand
Action from across the country sent thousands of emails, calls and Tweets to the D.A. asking
that charges be filed in what had already been ruled a homicide.
While we fully support the father being held accountable for this crime, we also acknowledge
the horrific grief this family is experiencing. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Davis family,
and we hope their tragedy can serve as an example that encourages others to be more
responsible with their firearms and, in turn, saves the lives of other children.
For too long, the gun lobby has protected gun owners from being liable for gun-related deaths,
including negligent shootings. Shooting and killing a human being due to an unsecured firearm
and/or negligent handling of a gun should and must be considered more severe than an
“accident.”
Our grassroots movement is working to change laws pertaining to negligent shootings at the
state level, and ensuring adults are held accountable for shootings that result from not safely
storing their firearms. As such, Moms Demand Action is calling on the Pennsylvania legislature
to propose and pass laws that ensure adults will be held accountable if their negligence results
in the shooting of a child. In addition, we call on media reporting on this incident and others like
it to use the words “criminally negligent” instead of “accidental.”

	
  	
  	
  	
  
About Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
Much like Mothers Against Drunk Driving was created to change laws regarding drunk driving,
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America was created to build support for commonsense gun reforms. The nonpartisan grassroots movement of American mothers is demanding
new and stronger solutions to lax gun laws and loopholes that jeopardize the safety of our
children and families. In just one year, the organization has more than 130,000 members with
a chapter in every state in the country. For more information or to get involved visit
www.momsdemandaction.org. Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/MomsDemandAction or on Twitter @MomsDemand
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